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morning on their way to Camp III, " obviously in
the last stages of exhaustion."
Compared with this non-oxygen climb he takes
his own oxygen climb. On May 27th at 6 a.m.,
having had practically no rest for two nights and
a day, half starved and suffering acutely from
hunger, he and Geoffrey Bruce set out from their
camp at 25,500 feet in full hopes of gaining the
summit. Half an hour later Tejbir broke down.
At 26,500 feet they struck off on to the face of
Everest , having climbed the height of a thousand
feet from their camp in one and a half hours, that
is to say, at a rate of 900 feet per hour, in spite of
the fact that they each carried a load of over
40 Ib. After this they gained but little in altitude,
but steadily approached the summit. Eventually
they turned back at a point less than half a mile in
horizontal distance from, and about 1700 feet
below, the summit. They had climbed in vertical
height only some 300 feet higher than the non-
oxygen party, nevertheless they were more than
twice as close to the summit.
And summarizing the two performances he says :
" The first party established a camp at an altitude
of 25,000 feet, occupied it for one night, and finally
reaching a point 26,985 feet in height, and 1J
miles from the summit, returned without a break
to the North Col. The second party established
a camp at an altitude of 25,500 feet, occupied it
for two nights and almost two days, and eventually
reaching a point 27,300 feet high, and less than half